
As we look forward to spring and 
the year ahead, fundraising once 
again remains as uncertain as it did 
at the start of the pandemic.

We remain optimistic, yet 
cautious about community events, 
and will continue to develop our 
annual strategy as the situation 
evolves.
Despite all the complications of 
2021, we are continuing to meet 
our fundraising targets, and this 
would not be possible without your 
continued generosity.

We would like to say a HUGE 
thank you to all our supporters, 
especially the donors who make 
a monthly donation, via standing 
order, and our Autism Together 
Lottery players. This guaranteed, 
regular income really helps us to 
plan for the future.  If you would 
like to learn more about these 
methods of support, please get  
in touch.

We have many new plans for 
2022, including a partnership 
with Independent Wirral and the 
Trafford Centre during Autism 
Acceptance Month in April, a 
regular “pop-up shop” in our 
Bromborough Pool Garden Centre 
Cafe and a revamp of our popular 
Christmas cards.

I hope that you enjoy reading 
about our plans for 2022. We look 
forward to sharing our successes 
with you as the year progresses.

from the          Fundraising Team

We are so excited to be 
able to announce that we 
have received £23,875 from 
HSBC’s Supporting Our 
Community programme, via 
our relationship with M&S 
Bank, Chester.
This money will be used to 

transform the gardens of five 
of our properties. As well as 
undertaking general work, 
such as tidying gardens and 
painting fences. The grant 
will also pay for items such 
as electric barbecues, garden 
furniture, sensory equipment 
and three ‘in ground’ 
trampolines, complete with 
sensory lighting.

The majority of the work will 
be undertaken by volunteers 
from M&S Bank, who have 
kindly agreed to help with 
jobs such as digging holes, 
filling skips, tidying up plants 
and painting fences.
Ashley Nelson from M&S 

Bank said: “We’re delighted 
to be supporting this 
fantastic project and working 
with Autism Together to 
create some truly amazing 
outdoor spaces for the 
people with autism, and 
their families, living in our 
community; I can’t wait to 
see the refurbished gardens 
come to life.”
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Hello and welcome to
our first Fundraising 
Update of 2022, we do 
hope your year got off to 
a bright start...

Blooming brilliant
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Foundation
Another Christmas present 
came with the amazing news 
that Autism Together managed 
to secure the largest share 
of the Wirral Globe voucher 
fundraising scheme.

The £5,046 will be used 
towards funding the in-demand 
Autism Advice Sessions that our 
award-winning Autism Training 
and Advisory Service delivers.

These sessions provide 
support, reassurance and 
strategies to help autistic 
individuals and their loved ones 
- covering a wide range of topics
such as employment, parenting,
communication, coping
strategies and anxiety reduction.

Thank you to 
everyone who 

collected the 
vouchers printed 
in the newspapers 
during the month 
of November on 

 our behalf.

Festive successes

We wanted to 
remind you of our partnership 
with The Art of Flowers, 
a Wirral florist based in 
Wallasey. They offer a great 
selection of bouquets and 

presents for your loved ones 
throughout the year.

Please do consider 
purchasing your flowers and 
gifts from them. Not only do 
they have an outstanding 

display of packages, but 
every time you mention 

Autism Together while 
making a purchase we will 

receive a donation from 
your final spend, at no 
extra cost to you. 

Do not forget that 
Mother’s Day this year 

is 27th March and Easter 

Sunday is 17th April. Of 
course, this charity donation is 
available throughout the year 
and for all occasions. Whether 
for birthdays and thank yous, 
funerals or weddings, or even 
those times when you just 
want to make someone smile.

Just remember to mention 
Autism Together when you 
place your order at:  
www.theartofflowers.co.uk 

• Don’t forget we have
e-cards too, available at
DontSendMeACard.com

Say it with flowers this Mother’s Day

Christmas was, as usual, a busy time for Autism 
Together. In 2021 we sold record numbers of our Christmas 
cards and, as a result, have decided to update some of the 
designs we offer. For Christmas 2022 we will be providing 
some new images, a selection of mixed packs as well as 
artwork provided by the people we support.
We will also be producing some blank cards with artwork 

from the people we support. In these, you can write your own 
message, meaning they can be used for any occasion.
We are delighted to announce that we came second in the St 

Barnabas Christmas Tree festival, so thank you to all who 
visited and voted for us.
Thank you also to everyone who took part in our very 

first “12 Miles Of Christmas” seasonal fundraiser. 20 
people took part, raising a fantastic £700. As a thank 
you, participants who raised over £50 received a 
bespoke Autism Together snowflake to hang on their 
Christmas tree.

C H R I S T M A S
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The 2022 Autism 
Together Acceptance Month, 
looks to be our busiest ever!

Once again, we will be holding 
our extremely successful “Get 
Active for Autism” challenge 
event. Walk, run, cycle, swim, or 
even hop, for 54 miles during 
the month of April, and raise 
a minimum of £54, in order 
to receive a certificate and a 
bespoke magnet.

This year we are upping the 
challenge from 53 miles to 54 
because our charity will be 
celebrating its 54th birthday this 
year. Last year, we raised over 
£11,000 during the event – with 
your help we want to beat that 
target in 2022.

We have also decided to adapt 
“Get Active for Autism” so that 
schools can get involved this year. 
The schools challenge will be for 

pupils to undertake 54-minutes 
of any sporting activity whilst 
raising money for Autism 
Together. The school that raises 
the most money will receive new 
reading books for their class, and 
all pupils taking part will get a 
certificate. If your school would 
like to sign up, get in touch.

We will also be providing 
downloadable schools 
resource packs, completely 
free for teachers to access, 
which include a recording 
of a presentation for young 
people all about about autism 
and how some autistic people 
experience the world around 
them. Also included are school 
lesson plans with interactive 
activities and worksheets, to 
aid autism understanding, and 
a fun printable activity booklet 
for children to take home. All 

this is available for primary and 
secondary schools. 

As well as all of the above, 
during April we will be working 
with the Trafford Centre in 
Manchester to launch their new 
accessibility guide for people 
with hidden disabilities. We will 
also take this opportunity to raise 
acceptance and awareness of 
autism, by holding an interactive, 
educational installation within the 
centre itself. We will share more 
details nearer the time and would 
love you to come along to the 
Trafford Centre yourself. 

We will also be working with 
Independent Wirral to celebrate 
autism acceptance at Woodside 
Ferry Market, selling items made 
by the people we support, and 
bringing some of our Trafford 
Centre installation to aid autism 
understanding and acceptance.

Donate more for free
Each month we make a claim to 

HMRC for Gift Aid, which is available on any 
donation where the supporter pays income tax.

For every pound donated, we can claim an 
additional 25p in Gift Aid from HMRC, at no cost 
to the donor or Autism Together. 

In order to be able to do this, we need a 

completed Gift Aid form from the person making 
the donation. This is added to our database and 
automatically makes a claim to HMRC when a 
donation is made. In just nine months we have 
received over £3,800 through Gift Aid.

If you need to complete a Gift Aid form, please 
contact the Fundraising Team.
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visiting santa

We love to hear from you, so please keep in touch and share your news and fundraising 
ideas with us. Chloe and Lisa can be contacted by email: fundraising@autismtogether.co.uk. 
Once again, thank you for your continued support. We hope you all keep safe and well and 

we look forward to catching up again soon.

www.autismtogether.co.uk/christmas2021/

 We are always 
blown away by the support 
from our fundraisers and the 
incredible challenges they set 
themselves too.
Many people have already 

planned challenges for this 
year, including a 100-mile 
cycle challenge by Michael to 
raise autism awareness and 
acceptance following Michael’s 
son’s autism diagnosis. Michael 
did a similar challenge last year 
raising over £1,800 and 
this year he wants 
to beat that and 
has involved his 
friends too. Who 
knows, this might 
even become an 
annual event that 
keeps growing?
Recently, two of 

Autism Together’s staff 
members got in touch to tell us 
they are going to be taking part 
in a 500-mile trek through the 

Pyrenees mountain range, raising  
money for Autism Together along 
the way.
They will be taking on this 

challenge in May and, to get 
themselves ready for it, they 
have begun a walking group 
called the Raby Ramblers with 
other staff members and have 
already tackled Snowdon and 
Scafell Pike… you go girls! 
There are so many more 

individual and exciting challenges 
being planned, including a 

Lands End to John 
O’Groats trek taking 

place in April, and 
even a charity 
boxing event.
If you have your 

own personal 
challenge you would 

like to take on this year 
and raise money for Autism 

Together at the same time, then 
please do get in touch as we 
would love to support you.

 Autism Together is 
very fortunate to have had several 
years of support from the Co-op 
Local Community Fund.

In November 2021, we visited our 
local Bromborough store to collect 
a cheque for a staggering £4,852 
towards providing our virtual day 
service sessions.

The money was raised thanks to 
the generosity of Co-op members 
who chose Autism Together as 
their favourite cause, and helped 
fundraise a little for our charity 
every time they went shopping.

A huge thank you to all those 
fantastic people and to the Co-op 
Local Community Fund for all their 
support. We are looking forward to 
another year working with the fund 
in 2022, when the money raised 
will be used to provide sporting 
sessions for the people we support.

If you would like to support us while 
you are picking up your groceries, 
please go to membership.coop.co.uk/
causes/55370 to sign up.

C H A L L E N G E
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 2ND APRIL 
World 

Autism 
Awareness 

Day 

30TH APRIL 
& 1ST MAY 

Pop-up 
Market with
Independent 

Wirral 

22ND MAY 
Wirral 

Coastal 
Walk  

JULY 
 Autism 

Together 
 Abseil 
Event

DATES
FOR YOUR

DIARY

Individual 
fundraising 
challenges

Co-op Local 
Community 
Fund


