
Last year, due to the pandemic, 
we saw a dramatic change in 
the way we had to fundraise. 
This year, with the easing of 
lockdown, we are facing different 
challenges. The way we are 
fundraising has again changed 
focus and we are finding it 
difficult to match the success we 
achieved last year.
This is due to factors such as 

less corporate support, caused 
by businesses experiencing staff 
shortages, problems with supply 
chains and rising costs. Last year, 
many Trusts and Foundations 
provided additional funds in 
order to support people through 
Covid, and as a result they have 
less funds to donate this year. This 
means your support is even more 
important, in order for us achieve 
the targets we have set ourselves 
this year.
Christmas is almost here and we 

have lots of new activities planned 
for the festive season. We hope 
you will be able to take part, and 
enjoy our seasonal highlights.
Thank you all for your continued 
support, and have a great 
Christmas! 

from the Fundraising Team

Welcome

Although our corporate 
donations have reduced, we’re 
pleased that many employees 
continue to choose us as their 
Charity of the Year.
Our friends at BDO continue 

to raise funds to support the 
work of Autism Together. 
Recently, Nicole, Ben, Calum, 
Mo, Ryan, Thomas and Val 
climbed Snowden and raised 
£393! They said, “We couldn’t 
think of a more deserving 
charity, thank you for the 
amazing work you do!”
This brings the total they 

have raised so far to over 
£2,000. Employees at Ernst 
& Young in Liverpool have 
chosen Autism Together as 

their Charity of the Year and 
we look forward to working 
with them over the next 12 
months. 
Our long-time supporters 

the Merseyside Ghostbusters 
recently held another bucket 
collection, bringing their total 
raised to an amazing £1,400.
Wallasey Golf Club have 

so far raised over £1,500 
for Autism Together through 
various events, having chosen 
us as their charity of the year.
We’d like to thank everyone 

for their continued support. If 
your business or organisation 
chooses a charity of the year 
for 2022, please consider 
nominating Autism Together.
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Welcome to our latest 
Fundraising Update, find 
out what we’ve been up to 
over the last few months 
as well as our plans for 
Christmas!

Charity of 
the year
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Autism Advice 
Sessions

Our Autism 
Advice Sessions have always 
been an important part of the 
work we deliver, however 
demand for them has increased 
dramatically since the pandemic.
Earlier in the year, Awards for 
All generously provided £4,600 
to help our award-winning 
Autism Training & Advisory 
Service deliver the sessions, 
which provide opportunities for 
people with an autism spectrum 
diagnosis and their families to 
ask a range of questions and 
discuss anything that might be 
on their minds.
Further grants of £3,000 from 
the Elizabeth Rathbone Trust 
and £2,000 from Liverpool 
Charity and Voluntary Services 
(LCVS) through their Community 
Impact Fund has now allowed 
us to provide additional sessions 
to children and young adults.
Thank you to all these 
foundations for supporting this 
vital project.

Be in it to win it

Congratulations 
to our official London 
Marathon runner, Clint 
Wilkinson, who completed 
the 26.2 miles around the 
streets of London, on his way 
to raising over £2,000 worth of 
vital funds for our charity.
It was a brilliant effort from 

him and all our runners, 
including Claire Hopkins who 
was also running in London on 
the day, and all our fantastic 
Virtual Marathon runners.
Clint completed the run 

in under 5 hours and said: 
“Absolutely brilliant but brutal 
day. Atmosphere was amazing.
“Thanks to all those who 

donated and for all the 
messages of support. Makes it 
all worthwhile.”
Meanwhile, we’d like to say 

a huge thank you to all our 
runners, and to Clint for all his 
hard work, dedication, and 
entertaining updates on his 
long road to the marathon.

London Marathon success

Thank you to everyone who is 
supporting the work of Autism Together by 
taking part in our lottery. Since starting the 
lottery, we have raised over £7,000 and, 
in August, it was lovely to see that Autism 
Together staff member Leah won £1,000!
As well as having the chance of winning up to 

£25,000, there is also our annual prize of £52, 
which is drawn each April for anyone who has played 
the lottery for the previous year.
If you would like to join the lottery online you can do so by 

visiting: www.unitylottery.co.uk/causes/autism-together or 
you can contact the Fundraising Team for a paper copy.

FIRST 
PRIZE

£25,000
SECOND 

PRIZE
£1,000

THIRD 
PRIZE

£25

L O T T E R Y
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WHATS ON THIS CHRISTMAS

After the popularity and success 
of Get Active for Autism in April; 
we have created a brand new 
festive challenge for everyone 
to take part in.

The 12 Miles of Christmas 
is an invitation for you to take 
on the challenge of walking, 
running (or anything sporty you 
fancy) for at least 1 mile per 
day across the first 12 days of 
December.

What’s more, You can do it 
at a time that suits you and in 
an environment you feel most 
comfortable. The best thing 
about this challenge is that it 

is open to everyone and to all 
abilities. If you think the mileage 
is too low for you, then double 
it... it’s completely up to you.

We are also asking everyone 
to please gather sponsorship 
and raise a minimum of £50 
towards your challenge.

Plus, everyone who takes part 
in this event will receive a rather 
fetching festive Autism Together 
snowflake as their prize! 

We will keep in touch with 
you every day of the challenge, 
sending you motivational music 
to listen to whilst doing your 
daily mile (no Christmas songs!), 

messages from staff and the 
people we support and the odd 
Christmas cracker joke too!

It’s completely free to sign 
up, you can take part as an 
individual or join a team – why 
not gather your friends, family 
or colleagues to take part and 
compete against each other to 
see who can achieve the most 
miles and raise the most money 
to reach the top of our leader 
boards?

Please register to join in 
the challenge online today: 
autismtogether.enthuse.com/
cf/12-miles-of-christmas

We are very excited to be taking part in 
Woodside Ferry Markets this November and 
have a huge selection of things created by the 
people we support to take with us. 

We will have a stall at Woodside Ferry Markets 
on 27th and 28th November from 10am-5pm. 
We’ll be selling lots of festive-themed 
items including decorations, 
Christmas cards, ceramics 
and even our famous wooden 
reindeers! 

We’ll also be using this as an 
opportunity to help recruit new 

staff to Autism Together, and both our HR and 
Fundraising teams will be present and would 
love to chat with you there. 

If you have some time to spare, we are also 
looking for volunteers to help during our days at 

the markets, so get in touch and we promise 
to bring lots of giggles!

Woodside Ferry Markets are based 
in Birkenhead at the Woodside 
Ferry Terminal. Car parking is 

available on site and also next to 
Hamilton Square Station (CH41 
6DU).

Join us for seasonal fun at the Christmas markets

12 Miles of Christmas Challenge

www.autismtogether.co.uk/christmas2021/



from the Fundraising Team

visiting santa

Virtual Grotto
In 2020 our popular autism-friendly 
grotto went virtual and was a great 
success. We were able to engage 
with people and send personalised 
videos out across the UK, with 
special presents from Santa 
delivered in the post. 

We’re pleased to let you know 

we are back again with our virtual 
grotto for 2021 and Santa and his 
elf helper are very excited about 
sending you personalised messages 
and presents once again. 

Bookings are now open to request 
your personalised video. For just 
£5 you will be sent a seasonal 
greeting from Santa or an Elf, 
you can even choose it to be 
a reminder for your loved 
ones to go to bed early 
on Christmas Eve! Step 
up to £12 and you will 
get a personal message and a 
present sent in the post too.

This is not just for children but 
for anyone who might want a 

Christmas video message. We’re 
happy to send videos to anyone 
around the world, to your friends 
and family!

All videos can be personalised to 
suit your needs and to make them 
autism-friendly. Santa can sing 
your favourite song, or turn our 
Christmas lights off, or we can use 

Makaton too.
Once you receive your 

video, you can download 
it and keep it forever – a very 

special Christmas memory to 
treasure… 

Visit our webpage to book now:
www.trybooking.com/uk/events/
landing/22430

Dobbies’ Quiet Grottos
We are delighted to announce that we have been 
working with Dobbies Garden Centres to make their 
Quiet Grotto sessions autism-friendly. These sessions will 
be available in 50 of their stores across England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.

Slots can now be booked for Friday, 10th December, 

2.30pm and onwards, for grotto visits for children 
with additional needs. All grotto staff have had autism 
awareness training. The music and twinkling lights will be 
turned off and your child’s gift can be wrapped or not.

After booking you will emailed a photo of your choosen 
grotto, to share with your children to prepare them for 
their visit: www.autismtogether.co.uk/quiet-grotto-with-
dobbies

Christmas Cards 
Our very popular charity Christmas Cards are on 

sale now and can be purchased from our Autism 

Together eBay store at any time, and delivered 

straight to you.
We have 7 different designs this year, with 

new additions of a wintry robin and peace dove 

designs. Packs are just £3.50 for 10 cards and 

envelopes and they are all printed with our charity 

logo and message, so your recipients know you are 

supporting a cause close to your heart. 

You can find our Christmas cards and festive 

items created by the people we support via this 

link… www.ebay.co.uk/usr/autism_together

Amazon Wishlist
As we approach Christmas, why not buy an extra present and 
bring a smile to the people we support. If you’re choosing 
not to send Christmas cards this year, then please consider 
donating the money you would have 
spent by purchasing a gift for the 
people we support.

Our Amazon Wishlist is full of 
items chosen by the people we 
support, and their staff. To see the 
current items requested on the 
list, visit: www.amazon.co.uk/hz/
wishlist/ls/2SI4WHL4964QC

SANTA
SANTA

Amazon Smile  Are you ordering gifts from Amazon? Please support us by logging into Amazon Smile and selecting Autism Together as your charity. We will then receive a donation for every purchase made,with no extra cost to you.

We love to hear from you, so please keep in touch and 
share your news and fundraising ideas with us. 
Chloe and myself can be contacted by emailing 

fundraising@autismtogether.co.uk. Once again, thank you 
for your continued support. We hope you all keep safe 

and well and we look forward to catching up again soon.

www.autismtogether.co.uk/christmas2021/


