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Welcome
Hello everyone,
welcome to our
latest Fundraising
update...
Happy New Year, the
Fundraising Team hope you
had a lovely Christmas.
We had a very hectic and
exciting December, so
thought we would brighten
your cold February day with
some updates about what we
have been doing, and what
we have planned for the next
few months.
And a huge thank you for
all your lovely messages over
the Christmas period, they
really meant a lot to all our
staff.
And don’t forget, we love
to hear from you, so please
keep in touch and thanks for
your ongoing support.

Sensory
Garden
update
As you might know, over the past
year – and particularly in the run up
to Christmas – we were focusing
our fundraising efforts on raising
£50,000 to fund an all-weather
sensory garden to be built on our
main Raby site in Wirral.
We have previously shared with
you our plans for the garden and all
it includes. The items were chosen
specifically to benefit the people we
support, with staff consulted on what
would work best.
The garden consists of a number
of different sensory pods, including
a covered textured seating area,
musical equipment, light and textured
panels, in-ground trampolines with

safety nets, nest swings and that allimportant all-weather flooring, which
is vital to make the garden a success
and practical to use.
Up to the end of January we had
raised £46,925, leaving us just
£3,075 away from our target.
However, at the beginning of
February, we received a particularly
touching donation to complete this
amazing project. We will be releasing
further details about this in the next
few weeks and we hope that building
work can commence in Spring.
A huge thank you to everyone
who donated. We will keep you all
updated and share images when the
build commences.

Tesco Bags for Help Children & Family Service

A few months ago we submitted an application to Tesco as part of their ‘Bags for
Help’ scheme and, just before Christmas, we found out that we were successful!
We were awarded a £1,000 grant which will be spent on purchasing Nintendo Switch
equipment for young people with autism to use during the activity clubs we host.
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Big Christmas Success

December is always our busiest time of year, and 2020 was
no different with back-to-back seasonal events and our first
time taking part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge, which
included a lot of hard work and preparation beforehand.

Santa’s Grotto

For 2020, we decided to make
our always popular autismfriendly Santa’s grotto virtual…
and by doing so were able to
reach a much wider audience,
with messages sent around the
UK, including to Derbyshire,
Manchester, Yorkshire and more.
The grotto was very kindly
sponsored by Spark Medical, a
North West-based independent
paramedic-led ambulance
provider. Santa and his elf were
kept very busy in the build-up to
the big day, producing
personalised video
messages to
children and even
to a full school
classroom.
As the messages
were personalised,
they had requests
to sing favourite
Christmas songs and even
sent a special greeting to a group
of doctors to thank them for their
hard work during the pandemic.
All presents and Christmas goody
bags were posted out to children
in advance with a personalised
message from Santa, and the
positive feedback we received was
overwhelming. This is a service we

hope to offer every year, in future,
especially on realising that a video
message might be preferable
for some people with autism
and those living further away.
The grotto raised a magnificent
£717 towards our Sensory
Garden project. Many thanks to
our Ambassador, Rick Myers, for
helping Santa out in his grotto.

Christmas Concert

We hosted our annual Christmas
concert virtually over Zoom in
December and live-streamed it to
our Facebook page too. It was free
for anyone to attend, but guests
could make an advance donation
to receive hot chocolate and
biscuits in the post to enjoy during
the show.
The evening event
blended pre-recorded
performances with
live hosting by our
fundraising officer
Chloe Jones. Our
performers included
local groups and
singers who have long
supported our charity over the
years, our staff members and, of
course, the incredible people we
support.
During the event, we were able
to showcase how we have adapted
our services during the pandemic
with videos from our virtual CVS
(day services), explain to viewers
how our staff have helped the

people we support to cope, and
also talk about our partnership
with National Museums Liverpool.
We drew the winners of our longanticipated Big Sunshine Holiday
Draw and, overall, the evening
raised a huge £2,004 towards the
Sensory Garden.

The Big Give

This year we decided to take the
plunge and take part in The BIG
Give 2020, which was a first for
us. We set ourselves a fundraising
target of £5,000 – enough to pay
for one sensory garden ‘pod’ as
part of our ongoing project at our
Raby site.
One of our supporters generously
provided a pledge of £1,250 and
we were delighted when the Julia
and Hans Rausing Trust chose our
project to match fund.
Little did we know that we would
reach our target of £5,000 within
the first 6 hours of running the
campaign – amazing!
We shared lots of videos and
personal stories from staff and the
parents of people we support, with
each explaining the big difference
the Sensory Garden would make.
In total, the Big Give raised an
amazing £6,323.

Shop expansion!
Over the past 12 months we have
been busy expanding our eBay
shop, which has been slowly but
successfully growing in popularity.
We have now listed our full range
of Autism Together merchandise
for purchase online, including items
like charity pin badges, wristbands,
trolley coin keyrings and even
packs of greetings cards designed
by people we support.
In December we also listed our
charity Christmas cards for sale.
They proved a huge hit and some
weeks we were sending out over

70 parcels full of cards to our
supporters in time for Christmas.
The great thing about our eBay
shop is that we can send items
out across the UK to help raise
awareness of autism and our
charity. This also enables us to
connect with new supporters, some
of whom have gone on to join our
virtual events.
Over the next few months we will
continue to grow this service and
start to stock more items made
by the people we support. Expect
listings like our popular bird-

feeding
tables,
planters,
ceramic items, trinkets and other
items appearing on our eBay store.
We also plan to expand our charity
merchandise stock to include
T-shirts, pens and car window
signs.
Visit us on eBay: www.charity.
ebay.co.uk/charity/AutismTogether/124193
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together
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Mother’s Day Body Shop event

To give our supporters a little
inspiration for Mother’s Day
- Sunday, 14th March, by the
way - we have teamed up
with Cheryl from Body Shop
At Home. Cheryl will host a
virtual party, on our behalf, on
Thursday, 25th February at
7.30pm via Facebook Live.
This event is free to attend
from the comfort of your own
home. Cheryl will provide a
demonstration along with
showcasing Body Shop’s own
Mother’s Day gifts. This is a
great opportunity to purchase
items for your loved ones or
even to treat yourself.

Items can be sent directly to
the recipient, making for a
lovely surprise to open on the
day itself.
For each item sold, between
10% and 15% will come back to
Autism Together and our charity
receives a free raffle prize
too, to help with our future
fundraising.
To register, just go to ‘Events’
on our Facebook page:
@AutismTogetherUK
Don’t forget, you can also find
beautiful handmade items at
our eBay Shop, while our range
of e-cards are available at:
www.DontSendMeACard.com.

Autism Together’s
Lottery has been
running for a few
years now, but hadn’t
been promoted
for some time.
We decided to let
people know that
for every £1 spent
on our lottery, 50p
comes back to
Autism Together and
participants have the
chance of winning
£25,000 a week!
Since we began
promoting the
Lottery an additional
43 people have
signed up, increasing
the income by 23%! If
you would like to join
the Autism Together
Lottery please visit:
www.unitylottery.
co.uk/causes/autismtogether. Good luck!
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Community Spirit
We have received wonderful
support and so many fantastic
donations over the past 10 months
or so, from businesses and schools
across our local community.
It’s amazing to hear how much
people appreciate the lengths our
frontline keyworkers are going to
ensure the people we support are
kept safe, entertained and active
during this pandemic. Here are just
a few of examples for you…

Raeburn Primary School,
Bromborough as part of their

Cheshire Fire & Rescue
Service donated a large hamper

Biffa Waste, Bromborough

full of goodies for our Supported
Living Service, full of goodies like
chocolates, biscuits, flowers and a
lovely letter too.

‘Send a Smile’ campaign, the
pupils took the time to create
beautiful rainbow pictures on cards
with handwritten notes to make
us all smile. We received over 50
individual cards and this was plenty
to enable us to send one to each
and every property we have, for our
frontline staff and the people we
support to enjoy.
operatives receive many gifts of
goodies at Christmas whilst doing
their usual rounds - so many in fact
that they wouldn’t be able to eat
them all. So last year they chose us

Thanks for your unwanted gifts
At the start of the year we put
out a request on social media
for anyone to donate unwanted
Christmas presents, duplicate
items or wrapping paper.
We had a great response and all
items donated will be used in
hampers and raffles throughout
the coming year to help us raise
more money, while the wrapping
paper will be used next Christmas
for our Santa’s grotto gifts.
Obviously, we don’t want anyone

Save the Date!

to make any
unnecessary
trips during
this lockdown,
but if you would
like to keep hold of any
items and then drop them off at
our main office in Bromborough
when lockdown ends, please do!
We are especially grateful for
gift sets, smellies, toys, bottles
of alcohol, etc. All items must be
brand new and unopened.

April 2nd each year is World Autism Awareness Day, but here at
Autism Together a day just isn’t enough, so we plan to hold a whole
month of events to help raise awareness and acceptance of autism.
We hope to be able to provide autism awareness materials for
schools and would love for you to get involved and come up with
your own ideas to make this a very special month. Do get in touch.

to donate these
items too. We received a HUGE
donation of boxes of chocolates
and biscuits to share with everyone.
Another great donation we could
send out to many of our sites for
them to all enjoy a sweet treat at
Christmas.

Waitrose & Partners, Formby
picked us as one of their chosen
Christmas charities, for our support
of families in Merseyside when
they need it most. They donated to
us a cheque for £333 towards our
Raby Sensory Garden.

Co-op
Community Fund

In October, we were
delighted to hear that we
had been selected as a
recipient of the Co-Op
Community Fund.
We need Co-op members
to choose Autism Together
as their favourite cause.
The more members who
choose us, the more funds
we’ll raise to support
people with autism. We
have our own page where
you can choose us as
your favourite cause and
find out more about the
Co-op Community
Fund: membership.
coop.co.uk/
causes/43627

We love hearing from you, so please keep in touch and share your news and fundraising ideas with us.
Chloe and myself can be contacted by emailing: fundraising@autismtogether.co.uk. Once again, thank you for your
continued support. We hope you all keep safe and well and we look forward to catching up again soon.

